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OCI NO. 0057/55 CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

Copy No. OFFICE OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE 
60) . 13 January 1955 

TO: Deputy Director er: 


SUBJECT: Origin of winceast which are bombing and straffing 
Costa Rica 


Evidence is very strong that the aircraft---US manu- 
factured--which straffed and/or bombed San Joséand other 
Costa Rican cities on 12 January operated out of Nicaragua. 
It is also probable that the planes which made arms drops in 
the vicinity of Villa Quesada on ]1 January came from 
Nicaragua, 


the 
planes which bombed the town of Liberia at about 0730 on | 
12 January proceeded from and returned to Nicaraguan territory, 


Rebels are not believed to have had a useable airfield 
within Costa Rica on or before 12 January. The airfield at 
Villa Quesada was recaptured by forces early on 12 January 
before it could be made useable by the rebels. Planes had 
previously droped equipment to the rebels there. 


two Nicaraguan 
F-47's which had been grounded at Las Mercedes Airport in 
Managua for the previous six weeks for the alleged reason 
that they were for sale and were not to be exposed to 
accident, were observed being test flown at dusk on 1] January. 


On 2 and 3 January planes at Managua had been observed 
engaged in straffing and bombing practice. At least one and 
probably two of the planes which attacked Costa Rica on 
12 January have been identified as F-47's, 
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ow Venezuelan planes may also be involved, though they 

Sd would also probably be based in Nicaragua. Seven Venezuelan 
C-47's arrived in Nicaragua from Venezuela on 6 January and 
returned on 8 January. Another flight of five Venezuelan 
‘C-47's reportedly arrived in Managua on 10 January and on 
11 January four or five more Venezuelan C-47's were sighted 
flying northward 

25X1X ee These planes may have been ferrying person 
materiel to the rebels in Nicaragua. At least one C-47 of 


unidentified nationality, however, was identified Ty 
25X1C as one of the planes which made arms - 


on 12 January. 
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HUNTINGTON D. SHELDON 
Assistant Director 
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